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Gail McCullagh has joined the Taking 
Care Office as our Taking Care         
Administrator. It will be Gail’s job to 
process POCVA checks and to answer 
enquiries to do with application forms 
and the POCVA process. You may have 
already come across Gail who has been 
working for the Board of Social Witness 
in the main office for three years, so 
Gail is already familiar with POCVA and 
we are delighted that she will be     
dedicated to working on the POCVA 
checks. This will speed up the POCVA 
process and keep the system working 
as efficiently as possible.

Taking Care 
Conference -
Superb! Helpful! Valuable!
310 delegates, 14 speakers, 6 workshops  - the 
Taking Care Conference was a great success. 
Thanks to everyone who made the journey and 
participated in the days events. I think all who     
attended would agree that the highlight of the day 
was Colin Turner and Mandy Ross from CEOP 
(Child Exploitation Online Protection). We  really 
enjoyed listening to their presentation but we were 
frightened by the statistics and information which 
was put before us: At least 1 in 8 children and 
young people have met someone in reality whom 
they first met Online and often without an adult  
present. But it was encouraging to know that we 
can do something about this...

CEOP will be back!
If you would like to take part in their training 
programme in order to deliver internet safety 
training to the children and young people in 
your congregation and in other congregations 
nearby, contact the Taking Care Office. Details 
will be sent to Designated Persons and full time 
Youth Workers in due course. 

Taking Care takes an ‘All Ireland’ Approach
The Taking Care Committee has decided  due to the fact that much of child protection 
is different in the Republic of Ireland, new legislation, different issues etc. a new Taking 
Care  Advisory Committee for the Republic of Ireland will be set up. The Taking Care 
Committee will remain the parent group of this new committee. Presbytery Clerks in the 
R.O.I have been written to, asking for nominees. If you are a member of a congregation 
in the Republic of Ireland and would like to be part of this group then please speak to 
your Minister. 

Lindsay Conway (Secretary to the Board of 
Social Witness) with  Colin Turner and Mandy 

Ross from Child Exploitation on line Protection.
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